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The tendency of some sexual offenders against children to display an exaggerated cognitive and emotional affiliation with childhood has been labeled "emotional congruence" by Finkelhor (1984) Langevin, 1991) , an attempt was made to avoid a focus on sexual behavior with children and to avoid items that might be biased by social undesirability response set. The investigation detailed below explores the nature of the emotional bonds formed by the different types of child sexual abusers with the children against whom they offend. The study consists of an examination and application of a revised version of the Child Identification Scale (Watson & Langevin, 1995 At the time of solicitation, every subject included was in treatment, with all programs based largely on the relapse prevention method described by Pithers (1990 (Freund & Watson, 1991) .
Questionnaires
Child Identification Scale-Revised (CIS-R). The CIS originally reported by Watson and Langevin (1995) 
Procedure
Once a subject was admitted to the study, the questionnaires were explained and an envelope given addressed to the principal investigator marked &dquo;Confidential.&dquo; The participant was instructed to place the completed questionnaires in this envelope and to deliver them, by hand or mail, to the investigator. After this explanation, and after the subject had a further opportunity to ask questions, the SSI was administered. 36 
RESULTS

Evaluation
The SSI was hand-scored by two raters in order to permit assessment of interrater reliability. Data were then entered into a Digital Micro-VAX 3100-95 mainframe computer. All . The second factor revealed by the analysis represented that of Immaturity. These items suggest that the offender interacts with children on their level, as if he was also a child.The third factor, while also appearing to be closely related to emotional congruence, suggested a different approach to the construct. Whereas the Immaturity factor suggested that persons scoring high on that factor preferred to interact with children as children, the third factor, Mentoring, suggested that persons scoring high on this factor preferred to interact with children while maintaining their status as adults. Among child molesting subjects, the homosexual pedophiles scored highest on this factor.
Most of the sexual offenders in this study were, at the time of inclusion, involved in treatment. Participation in treatment might bias subjects to an extent that could invalidate these findings. The treatment programs in which subjects were involved strove to diminish any interest individuals might have had in children. Therefore, participation in treatment would decrease offenders' acknowledgment of any significant interest in children. As such, it is possible that the presence of the emotional congruence construct would be substantially diminished by participation in treatment. That this construct continued to be a variable capable of distinguishing between groups of offenders under such treatment conditions only strengthens the argument for its validity.
The homosexual pedophiles and the offenders against women were better educated than the nonsexual offenders, which may be a result of an influence on education due to the troubled upbringings of the latter group. The homosexual pedophiles were less likely to be, or to have been, married 42 (Groth, Hobson, & Gary 1982) . The nonsexual offenders were also less often married; however, this is possibly related more to their younger age than to any crime-related factor.
Limitations
While every effort was made to ensure that individual subject groups were homogeneous, it is possible that offenders of one type managed to contaminate another type's group. For example, incest offenders can, at times, be difficult to distinguish from heterosexual pedophiles, especially based on criminal records and self-report data. Phallometric test results were used to discriminate between pedophiles and nonpedophiles in the heterosexual incest group; however, the phallometric test may be susceptible to faking (Freund, Watson, & Rienzo, 1988; Wilson, 1998) .
There was also no way to ensure that the sexual offenders against women had not also offended at some point against children or that the nonsexual offenders had not committed sexually abusive acts without being detected. Future researchers may wish to focus on better means of distinguishing between different groups of offenders before comprising groups. In general, difficulties of this nature require that generalization of results be done with caution.
Implications for Clinical Practice
The results of this study suggest that further work about classification, and that elements such as sexual preference and mode of interaction with children, need to be examined in tandem. There appears to be some difficulty with labeling regressed pedophiles as such-they do not seem to meet the necessary criteria for this diagnosis. In addition, it would appear that gender preference in pedophilia is more important than previously thought, particularly when the nature of the emotional bond between the offender and his victim (s) 
